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| THE MUSIC OF A IONG, LONG JOURNEY 


| 
| In a booklet about the Hungarian composer Liszt, 
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“The Hungarian Rhapsodies (by Liszt) were inspired 
by the composer's experiences of gypsies in his native 
land, In them he has absorbed and imitated the two- 
fold character of the Hungarian-Gypsy national dance 
the Czdrdds, with its sad first movement called lassu 
and its fast last one, the hypnotic friss when the 
music rushes on madly to its end, holding the audiences 
spellbound.” 

Indeed, the rhythm and melody of a Rhapsody tends 
to musically reflect the dual nature of Life - its 
Tragedy and its Humor - as well as its constant Change 
and Movement. Likewise, the history of Hungary and 
that of the Hungarian immigrant is a passionate and 
colorful story of unending Adventure. 

The struggle, the tears and laughter of centuries 

| becomes a Dance, passed down from one generation to the 

next. Performing the Dance is the telling of the Story, 
| often a tale of sadness and pain, but also one of joy 
| and love and Hope - the Music of a long, long journey, 


1886. writer Dorle J. Soria observes: 
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LEGEND OF THE WHITE STAG 
A Tale About The Founding Of Hungazy 


Historians tell us that the ancient 
Hungarians lived near the western slopes 
of the Ural Mountains in Eurasia, About 
the fifth century A.D., they began to move 
westward toward their present homeland, 
eventually settling in the Carpathian 
Basin by the end of the 9th century. 

According to an old Hungarian legend, 
however, a mythical White Stag led the 
Magyars to their final destination. x 

The legend tells us that King Nimrod Huszar 
had two sons, HUNOR and MAGOR, who one day (Cavalryman) 
set out to hunt. The brothers came upon 18th Century 
a white stag, which would appear and then 
magically disappear in front of them, but 
never close enough to capture it. 

The Stag led them into ever more luscious and 
beautiful pastures, There finally, in the most 
lovely of all places, they met the two daughters of the 
King of Alans, whom they married, The descendants of 
Hunor would form the tribe known as the Huns, but the 
descendants of Magor are known today as the Hungarians. 
MAGYAR is actually the name of a later tribe, 

Several versions of this tale are available in 
English, including the book THE WHITE STAG, by Kate 
Seredy. 


Source of Texts Unknown 
Material provided by Theresa Muraski 
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Lo Sa 
Kuruc Lovas 
Hungarian Warrior 


Andras Hadik 
Cavalry General 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF HUNGARY 


The tale of the Hungarian people is a Rhapsody of 
bold movement and ever-changing melodies, From the sad 
tune of the lonely herder or the wife who has lost her 
husband in battle to the joyous celebration of a nation 
united in relative Peace and Prosperity, 

According to Lord Newton, who wrote the introduction 
to A Short History Of The Hungarian People by Ferenc 
Eckhart: "The fate of the Hungarians has been strangely 
varied and romantic, In the 14th Century and in the 
second half of the 15th, they were a great European power: 
'...the shores of their territory were washed by the waves 
of three separate seas’, as their poet Petofi sings. In 
those days, alliance with Hungary was sought by all 
countries,“ 

But more often than not, Hungary was a nation either 
under siege by invaders or preoccupied with military 
campaigns and internal disputes over the throne. “Hungary 
has been a crossroad for centuries, invaded by Genghis 
Khan, Turks, Hapsburgs, Nazis (and finally) by the 
Russians in 1956," points out James O'Reilly and Larry 
Habegger in an article about the land of the Magyars. 
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This booklet was 
sewn together by 
J, Kosarko and is 
dedicated to all 
those who love 
beauty, music 

& good food. (3) 
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HUNGARY 


Hungarian L- ESS 
Horseherder i T imes art 
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The story of Hungary begins in the rugged country 
of the Ural Mountains, traditionally regarded as the 
natural boundary between Europe and Asia, There, fierce 
nomadic tribes, descendants of the Huns and others, 
began to sweep westward across the plains, conquering, 
enslaving and assimilating with the tribes in their path, 

Living mostly as huntsmen and warriors, wives were 
usually bought and children often sold, while animal 
hides, furs and cattle were the money of the day, Ina 
sense, these early wanderers were the original Gypsies 
of the Hungarian epic, and in their rhapsodic dance 
across eastern Europe they became notorious for their 
fighting skills and horsemenship. Driven west by even 
stronger tribes at their back, they were always moving, 

By the 9th century, when these roving horsemen had 
crossed through Transylvania and into the fertile valley 
of the Danube River, they were finally forced to make a 
stand, With Byzantine Romans, Saxons, Turks, Slavs and 
Germans all poised to annihilate these ambitious riders 
from the East, the Seven Tribes that ultimately formed 
the core of Hungarian identity decided to settle down. 

Most powerful among this alliance of tribes were 
the Magyars, i 
whose leader mre BT a ans TN 
Arpad was made 
ruler by the 
other chieftans, 
Prince Arpad's 
challenge was ta 
save his people 
from the enemy. 


Budapest 
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Statue of St. Stephen on Castle HIli, Budapest 
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Hungarian Parliament Building on the Danube River 


To do this, Arpad consolidated the power of the tribes 
and formed the basis of a nation-state, His descendants 
Geyza and Stephen would enhance this union through coloni- 
zation and fortification policies, that not only secured 
the Hungarian borders, but extended its influence beyond. 

St. Stephen, surely Hungary's best-known monarch, was 
crowned the nation's first King in 1000 A.D. by Pope Syl- 
vester II, creating long-lasting ties with both the Church 
of Rome and the Western sphere, With charming Budapest as 
its shining capital, and under the rule of King Stephen, 
Ladislas and others to follow, Hungary became a conspicuous 
dancer upon the European stage, led by its daring cavalry, 

By the time Hungary achieved its greatest prominence 
in the 14th to 15th century, the culture of this rising 
nation had evolved from that of a primitive tribe to a 
uniquely civilized blend of people, music and art, cooking 
and craftsmanship, that reflected the best qualities of a 
multi-ethnic society, Magyar, German, Turkish and Slavic. 


Many thanks to 
Theresa Muraski 
& Ada Kukurisas 
f for their great 
i d collection of 
RT UNE memoriabilia. 


V hi K 
aina "i na 


Li 


g 
ca e I , | 


> 


(5) 


Chain Bridge, Budapest 


= The Hungarians 


Hope arises from ‘Living the American Dream’ 
HISTORY continued 


But the mighty kingdom of the Arpads soon fell 
victim to internal unrest - and to its neighbors, 
After enduring three centuries of attack by the Otto- 
man Turks (15th-17th), Hungary could not escape the 
domination of Austria and the Hapsburg dynasty, 

Tied to the Hapsburgs until the end of World 


War I, Hungary finally ended up losing more than half ' 


its original territory, Depleted by constant war and 


massive emigration, she was no match for Hitler's 
Germany or the super-power of the Soviet Union, mm 


Yet through its struggle to survive and her 
passion for freedom, Hungary has somehow been 
able to maintain its unique identity, to 
sing and dance and to cherish Life itself, 


* *% * EHR HH 


SONG OF THE IMMIGRANT 


The original Greek meaning of the word 
Rhapsody was “fragmented song", often an epic 
poem. In musical terms, it is used “chiefly 
as a designation for free fantasies of a 
somewhat epic, heroic, or national character 
(eg. Liszt's Hungarian Rhapsodies; also works 
by Raff, Lalo, Dvorak, Bartok)", according to 
the Harvard Dictionary of Music (Apel/Daniel) 

Much like a rhapsody, the journey of the 
Hungarians, from the stark, Eastern wilder- 
ness of the Ural Mountains to the lush hills 
and valleys of the Danube River and beyond, 
was a “fragmented song“, a dance, a Czardas 
with two movements - one tragic and the other 


joyous, 
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MEN AND CHILDREN OF THE HUNGARIAN LODGE 
Terre Haute, Indiana (7) 
Circa 1916 


Ellis Island, New York 
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Tragedy has too often defined the litical state of 
Hungary. Beyond the nation-building era of the Arpads came 
centuries of warfare, intrigue and dissolution. 

But St. Stephen had “unified” the Hungarian people by 
way of Catholicism and Christianity, providing a moral 
framework for the vibrant social and cultural development 
of the nation. This "ethnic" identity preserved Hungary, 
despite its hardships, creating within its population an 
everlasting cause for celebration, 

After 1848, when Hungary's attempt to gain its freedom 
from Austria was thwarted by the Russian army, Hungarian 
idealists, like Louis Kossuth, turned their attention upon 
the western democracies, 

At the end of the 19th century, as Hungary's populace 
was increasing by the millions, many otherwise loyal citi- 
zens grew weary of political instability and limited 
opportunities. Dreaming of even greener pastures beyond 
the Danube, they followed the elusive "white stag" across 
Europe and the Atlantic Ocean to America. 
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Terre Haute: Land of immigrant opportunity 
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Rose Ferency, Helen Jozsa, Elizabeth Chervenko, Bill Szabo, 
Helen Adams, Elizabeth Szabo, Mary E. Miller & Irene Kosco 


As if continuing the long, long journey west, begun by 
their ancient tribal ancestors, these new Hungarian immi- 
grants came at first only to seek fortune and adventure. 

But like so many before them, they discovered a new Home 
Land, with which they fell in love. Compared to Hungary, 
the possibilities of the American landscape seemed endless, 

Undaunted by the harsh realities of the Industrial Age, 
where even in America fortune was made by the few and hard 
work performed by the many, the Hungarians pursued their 
dreams - never forgetting from whence they had come, This 
wave of immigration reached its peak in the early 1900's, 

Some.of the newcomers were entrepreneurs and able to 
start their own businesses, but most of the Hungarians who 
first came (the majority of them 
male) sought work in factories 
and mines, on railroads and farms, 
As more women and children began 
to make the long journey to the 
West, passing through Ellis Island 
on their way, new families were 
formed or re-united, Soon entire 
communities of Hungarian-Americans 
began to appear within the cities 
and towns across the United States, 
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Member Steve Kostyo 
with his grandfather's (9) 
trunk, brought from Hungary. 
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Ada Kukurisas, Jay, Sarah 
and Jessica Sotak at 1995 
Bacon Fry, an old, lasting 
tradition, based on the 
rugged lifestyle of the 
Hungarian herdsmen, 
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Terre Haute, Indiana, with its industry and railroads, 
was one of the thriving cities the Hungarians would make 
their home in the early part of the 20th century, 
At least 40 families settled into a neighborhood just 
east of the Malleable & Mfg. Co, near 19th and Maple Sts, 
on the city's northside. Over the years, many of them 
worked at “the Malleable", as it was called, Others were 
railroaders, miners, craftsmen, teachers or storekeepers, 
In 1909 the growing Hungarian community decided to 
establish a social organization that would seek to "im- 
prove the moral, social, and intellectual conditions of 
men of Hungarian birth, or those talking and using the 
Hungarian language...” according to the group's Articles 
of Incorporation, Because sick and death benefits were 
also paid to its members (women would later be eligible 
as well), the name Terre Haute's First Hungarian Working 
Men's Benefit and Death Society was given, though it 
generally became known as the Hungarian Lodge, 
The Lodge acquired property on the corner of N, 22nd 
and Linden Sts,, and in 1922 the Hungarian Hall was built, 
The Hall became a place for meetings and dances, wedding 
parties and wakes. It has been a focal point of the 
neighborhood for many years, 
and to this day the annual 
Harvest Dance has been one 

1979 Officers: Rita Wardell, of the lasting traditions. 

Raymond Feiler, Eulah Kopcho, 

Steve Ferency, John Ferency 

Write to: 

Hungarian Lodge 

2049 N, 22nd St, 

Terre Haute, IN 47804 

Or Call: 

(812) 234-5326 


Hungarian Hall 
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The culinary arts of Hungary 
can be a rhapsody of the palate - 
an intricate dance, lovingly pre- 


pared, topped off with a lively 
spice like paprika, 


Here is a favorite recipe for | 
Chicken Paprikas, provided to us 


by Elizabeth Cseszko „ 


Csirke Paprikas 


chicken, cut up 

medium onions, chopped 

clove garlic, minced 

medium tomato, fresh or canned 
green pepper, cut in 2 pieces 
teaspoon caraway seeds 
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'Cseszko uses paprika 


Heat shortening, Add 
chopped onions & sautee 
until limp, Place the 
pieces of chicken over 
onions, and stew until 
it gets down to shorten- 


cups water 

tablespoons shortening 

1 heaping teaspoon paprika 

Salt and Pepper 

3 large potatoes, cut in lengths 
(Dumplings may be substituted 
for potatoes in some recipes) 
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ing. Add paprika, stir 
in well, to coat chicken 
Add salt, pepper, garlic 
tomatoes, peppers. Cook 
slowly for 35 minutes. 
Add potatoes and resume 


cooking until well done. 
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HERE ARE A FEW HUNGARIAN VOCABULARY WORDS TO REMEMBER: 


JONAFOT (Yonaput) Good Day 
Joreggelt (yera-gelt) Good Morning 


Joe jszakat (yo-eesa-kot) Good Night 
Barat (ba-rat) Friend 
Tanito ta-nee-to) Teacher 
Jatszni (yot-sa-nee) Play Furnished by 
Jarni yar-nee) Walk Helen Kosarko & 
Nagymama (nudge-mama) Grandma Mary Watson 
Nagyapa (nudge-apa) Grandpa 
Kutja koo-cha) Dog 

Printed Macska mach-ka) Cat 
Bacsi bot-chee) Man or Mister 

Sept. 1999 

Nane na-nee) Woman or Mrs, 


HUNGARIAN LODGE 
OF TERRE HAUTE 
Founded in 1909 


First Hungarian Workingmen's Sick and 
Death Benevolent Society 


HARVEST DANCE i Hungarian 


HUNGARIAN HALL 
Circa 1928 ! |) | 
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